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When an average-sized
congregation in the Missouri

Synod receives 56 new members in
one year, as Mount Calvary in
Wamego, Kan., did last year, it
indicates that some positive things
are happening in the congregation. In the
last two new member groups (July and
November), the congregation received 36
members: two adults and five children by
baptism, eight adults were confirmed,
eight received by transfer and eight by
reaffirmation of faith, and five children
joined with their parents.

One of the groups of new members received at Mount Calvary
Lutheran Church, Wamego, Kan., part of the 56 it received last
year.

When the pastor, Rev. James H.
Mayes, was asked how they recruit these
new members, he said, “Our only evange-
lism ‘method’ is inviting friends to church.
I preach on evangelism regularly and
stress invitations.  Then we work on our
worship services so when new people
come, they feel welcome and are comfort-

able with the
service. We print
out the service
totally, we
greet our
guests in the

service, and I
preach practical

and direct
sermons. I never

read a manuscript, I
just talk to the people.”

When Mayes was asked
how the congregation integrates

these new members into the
parish, he listed a number of
things.  All new members,
including transfers, must go
through a new members class of

six to seven weeks that reviews basic
Christian doctrine and then have a
personal interview.  The pastor shares with
them his expectations, they take a time
and talents survey, are helped to find a
suitable ministry in the parish, and are
incorporated into a small group for no less
than two months.

Over the years, Grace Lutheran
Church, Elgin, Texas, has resisted

various trendy innovations in evangelism,
says its pastor, Rev. Bryan C. Sullivan.
And he adds, “A Sunday morning service
is like a step back in time. The hymnal is
‘The Lutheran Hymnal.’ The Bible
translation used for reading is King James.
The pastors wear historic vestments. The
preaching follows closely the historic
pericopes . . . following the Augsburg
Confession, communion is offered
weekly.”

Grace celebrated its 50th anniversary
this year. At the end of the first 30 years, it
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Some of the new members received at Grace Lutheran Church, Elgin, Texas, as it continues
to grow using traditional liturgical worship, Gospel preaching and a friendly welcome.(Continued on page 8)
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was a congregation of fewer than 100
members with a church attendance of
about 40 per Sunday. With the coming of a
new pastor in 1980, the decision was made
that in order to gain new members, the

Traditional style
still grows members
(Continued from page 7)

Weekly worship at New Hope
Lutheran Church, Hudsonville,

Mich., had dropped to 24 souls in 2000
with an active membership of 30.  There
was talk of closing.  But the Michigan
District had another approach. They sent a
missionary-at-large to replant the 10-year-
old mission congregation. It saw
Hudsonville as a growing bedroom
community only 15 minutes southwest of
Grand Rapids, which was attracting
people from Detroit and Chicago who
wanted to escape urban lifestyles.

Rev. Darryl L. Andrzejewski came.
Within a year, the worship averaged 90
and membership jumped to 130 with 350
visitors passing through the doors.  What
brings all the new members? In addition to
being in a position for growth with the
community that brings transfers and
affirmations of faith, Andrzejewski
attributed the growth to “our blended style
of worship . . . creative in our liturgy and
carefully introducing newer, more
contemporary hymns in order to enhance
our collective musical repertoire.”

Grand Rapids is the Reformed Capital
of America. Andrzejewski suggests that
many Reformed visitors are simply
finding relief in the proper distinction of

Rebirth instead of closing
Law and Gospel—and says that the same
might be said of our Catholic friends.  “I
think providing a Christ-centered worship
event that is uplifting, invigorating and
inspiring is an incredible means to grow
the congregation.”

In the first year of rebirth, New Hope
had no intentional evangelism programs.
The growth came through word of mouth,
Friendship Evangelism.  Andrzejewski
believes that “Gen Zers are most inter-
ested in, and attracted to, spiritual depth
through personal transparency. They want
authenticity. In terms of
witness, I think that the
mantra of this generation
is, in the words of Francis
of Assissi, ‘Preach the
Gospel, and if necessary
use words.’”  In year two of
the rebirth, however, there
will be a little more
intentional evangelism in
terms of enlisting prayer
partners and asking for
specific names of family
and friends. Then, time will
be spent in prayer for them
and in extending personal
invitations.

Assimilation?  The pastor meets with
new members and visitors on a one-to-one
basis. It is not a matter of assimilating new
people into an old group since the new
members and visitors outnumber the
members three or four to one. It is in a
sense guiding the new members to help
shape the congregation’s identity. The
advantage is “instant ownership,” which is
a “natural stimulant to assimilation.”

The pastor concludes: “We excitedly
look forward to watching the Lord’s
handiwork continue to unfold.”

Seventy new members are welcomed to New Hope
Lutheran Church, Hudsonville, Mich., a 10-year-old mission
that was “replanted” by Missionary-at-Large Darryl L.
Andrzejewski; attendance quadrupled in one year.

congregation would commit itself to three
things: (1) Preach the pure Word of God
and administer the Sacraments as the Lord
gave them; (2) offer a rich liturgical
service; (3) develop a warm and loving
atmosphere to help people know that the
members and the pastor care about them
and their physical and spiritual welfare.

Since 1980 Grace’s membership has

gone from 100 to 450; and attendance
from 40 to more than 200.  The pastor
adds, “A large percentage of Grace’s
members are adult converts and their
families. They report that they are at Grace
because of the emphasis on Gospel
preaching, the Sacraments, liturgical
worship, and warm and friendly wel-
come.”

In a one-day seminar, Darlene Ulm, a member of the Ohio District Evangelism Board, gleaned these facts from the research
done by the Barna organization:

• Many unchurched people are unaware of Christian churches in their area.
• Few unchurched people recall the major denominations; fewer still know what they stand for or how they differ from each other.
• Ideal music to the unchurched is traditional hymns with contemporary instruments, not organ.
• Avoid the term “lost.” To the unchurched, that means “loser.”
• What the unchurched believe:

- 76 percent believe the Bible teaches “God helps those who help themselves.”
- 70 percent believe Satan is a symbol, not an entity.
- 38 percent believe the Bible is totally accurate in all it teaches.

—Ohio District Lutheran Witness, December 2001, p. E.

Barna research on the unchurched




